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What connection do Plaza Fountains have with Ancient Rome?  What do Liberty Memorial and Ancient Egypt have in common?   In Humanities, Past and Present students learn about the arts from the Classical Period through the 20th Century.  Exploring their own community while learning about the arts in history, students are able to articulate how the arts and ideas of the past influence their world today.  They then initiate their own trips, research the sites here in the Greater Kansas City community, and teach their classmates about Kansas City’s cultural sites.   Blues to ballet to tagging: Kansas City is filled with expression and creativity students may just appreciate in a new light.    


The presentation will first outline how the sites are identified and presented to the students in a Humanities Class.   After that, participants will be given short exercises in which they match Kansas City landmarks with some corresponding themes from the class.  Finally, participants will be able to tell how they could engage their students in such a manner.

Humanities 140: Humanities Past and Present
MCC: Longview, 2007

Course Description: 

Humanities Past and Present examines world art, literature, music, history, and philosophy as they clarify the nature and quality of life today.

Course Objectives: 

1) To study and enjoy the humanities in both Western and global cultures - -past and present.    

2) To study the quality of life in the past and present through an examination of history, art, music, philosophy, literature, and the sciences.

3) To make predictions about the future based on the past and present.

4) To get both an historical and a thematic overview of the humanities.

5) To learn how to apply the information and thinking skills of this class to other college courses and to life in general.

6) To change and grow in our attitudes about ourselves, others, and the arts.

Text Required: 

Arts and Ideas by Mary Warner Marien and William Fleming, published by Thomson Wadsworth, 2005 (or latest edition).  
Accompanying this text, students will have a CD-ROM and website with additional readings,  and exercises to supplement our text.  

At the end of the course, my greatest wish is that my students will recognize and appreciate the arts around them.  They may like, dislike, or even remain neutral about many pieces; they might even change their minds and opinions about works.  Perhaps they will recognize how many of the arts have changed the world and sustained people in both joy and tragedy.  Maybe they will better enjoy different styles of music, painting, or dance.   Perhaps by embracing the arts around them, they’ll take even more pride in their community and themselves.  To recognize the arts, understand how they relate to their lives (or fails to do so), and to see themselves in a new light because of these experiences would be immeasurable outcomes I’d wish for them.
Art is the desire of a man to express himself, to record the reactions of his personality to the world he lives in. 

Amy Lowell (1874 - 1925) 
What we play is life. 



Louis Armstrong (1900 - 1971) 
Let each man exercise the art he knows. 

Aristophanes (450 - 388 BCE) 
In Class Presentations

5-10 minutes presentation to the class (100 points)

4-5 page explanation of the Humanities Event you attended (100 points)

200 points


You will be asked to present your in-class presentations in alphabetical order according to your last name.  If you are not prepared to give your presentation to the class, you will meet with me to discuss when you can present your presentation individually to me (with a penalty attached to your grade).  


What are you to present?  You get to choose something of interest to yourself or other students like yourself.  Go into the community to experience a work of art, a music performance, or an historic site.  Write about it, analyzing it the same way you will learn to analyze works of art and pieces of music in this class.  

Here are some ideas.  They are at low cost or no cost to you.   You can find specifics by using the internet or phone book to locate the sites.   Throughout the semester, different options will be given to you.

1) Go to Liberty Memorial.  Analyze the architecture, murals, and museum 

displays.  Interview a veteran if you’re able to do so.
2) Go to the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum and write about the museum and how it 
shows the history of the NLB players but also the African-American community 
here in Kansas City.

3) Visit the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art.  Explore the works of one of the eras we 
studied in class.  

4) Visit the Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art.  Write about the impact of the art.

5) Attend a classical music concert and write about the composer behind the music.

6) Attend a modern dance, classical dance, or ethnic dance performance.  Write about it 
with background information about the culture, time, and influences behind the 
performance.

7) Come up with another idea.  Come see me about it, and I’ll approve it or give you an 
appropriate alternative.
The Plaza: Art and Architecture

What do you know about The Plaza’s fountains, statues, and murals?  

How can we find the world right here on the Plaza?

Can you match the answers with the correct letters?

_____  Mermaid Pool

a) created in Florence in 1857, made of bronze, rub the snout for
 




good fortune and dreams come true

_____  Path of Gold Lights
b) Old Testament heroine, “Wherever you will go, I will go . . . ”

_____  Fountain of Neptune
c) god of wine and vitality, also known as Dionysus
_____  Spanish Bullfight
d) the Roman God of the Sea, also goes by the name Poseidon
_____  Wild Boar of Florence
e) trumpeting musical streams of water, made of Carrara marble

 




300 years ago, toss coins for Children’s Mercy Hospital
_____  Ruth


f) chief of the Wampanoag Indians, created a treaty with the 





Pilgrims of Plymouth Rock in 1621 
_____  Pomona


g) inspired by Market Street in San Francisco, California
_____  Court of Penguins
h) tribute to pioneers and settlers traveling the Santa Fe Trail
_____  Pegasus


i) replica of a famous tower in Seville, Faith looks over the 





people of Kansas City
_____  Massasoit

j) sir Winston and Lady Churchill relax, fondly spending time 





together
_____  La Giralda

k) Olé!  Three bullfight murals were designed specifically for

 




The Plaza by our sister city, Seville, Spain
_____  Chinese Warriors
l) mythical winged horse who sprang from the beheaded neck of 





Medusa, created two springs (or “pegae” in Greek)
_____  Married Love

m) whimsical playmates created by Kansas City artist Arthur

 




Kraft, dedicated in 1979
_____  The Wagon Master
n) guardians of Kansas City from Xian, our Chinese





sister city
_____  Bacchus


o) Originally a Numina guardian spirit, bearer of the apple,  





became goddess of orchards, gardens, and fruitfulness 
What Makes It Great?
Robert Kapilow, Presenter 
The Friends of Chamber Music 

Cynthia Siebert, Founder and Director

The Friends of Chamber Music presents the “What Makes It Great?” series every fall and spring at the Folly Theater.  Usually beginning in the late morning and lasting 1½  to 2 hours, whole families can enjoy the event.  While “What Makes It Great?” is offered throughout the country, it’s free only here in Kansas City where our students can directly benefit.

Additional series are available: 


Master Pianists Series


Group rates available for college students

Early Music Series


and college teachers.  All patrons 18 and under

Chamber Music Series


can get free tickets to all performances except







the Master Pianists series.

Friends of Chamber Music

4635 Wyandotte, Ste. 201

Kansas City, MO  64112
816-561-9999
Robert Kapilow’s “What Makes It Great?” available at Borders Books, Music, and Movies
*    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *     *    *    *    *    *    *     *     *    *
	Notes from the lecture portion
	What did you hear the second time?

	
	


Kansas City Ballet
Linda Martin, Director of Community Programs

1616 Broadway Boulevard

Kansas City, MO 64108

(816) 931-2232

lmartin@kcballet.org

Linda Martin came to speak with my students about the ballet.  Her presentation was marvelous.  She brought costumes for us to see, toe shoes and all.  She put together an amazing handout - - actually a book -- about the history, symbolism, and music of ballet.  Within the book she also presented theater etiquette, Kansas City Ballet’s history, and specific details about The Moor’s Pavane, one of the ballets in the February series.   Ms. Martin engaged the students with stories and enthusiasm, additionally bringing ticket vouchers for each student to attend the ballet with a guest.   An additional gift she gave the students was information about the Kansas City Ballet’s Outreach Programs.  Ms. Martin goes to schools, community events, and studios to help with Reach Out And Dance: ROAD.  Designed to engage children in dance and creativity, ROAD generates pride and confidence in various students.   I observed how eagerly my students took the additional handouts she brought in hopes of introducing this at their children’s schools.  
*    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *    *     *    *    *    *    *    *     *     *    *
Additional Music References

1) When studying opera, many students don’t understand the impact the original productions had on their audiences.  Show familiar references: Rent is a retelling of La Bohème, Miss Saigon is a retelling of Madame Butterfly.  The same audience enthusiasm generated today parallels the enthusiasm of the past.  Also, when the students see the original works in a new light, they appreciate them more rather than viewing them as “old” music.

2) We listen to Telemann’s Don Quixote when studying the Baroque period, pairing it with readings from the original literary work.  The students hear the “musical storytelling” in the 7 episodic pieces, each lasting from 1 minute to just over 5 minutes.   

3) One in-class lesson involves playing a piece of music and having students choose a painting, sculpture, or other visual work from the text and write about how they reflect each other.   A community-based lesson would involve choosing a contemporary song or piece and writing about how it reflects a Kansas City work of art.
What More is There To Do in Kansas City?
What would you do?



What would you teach?

First Fridays in the Crossroads


Next one is this Friday, March 2nd, 2007
The Kemper Museum of Art
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art

The Negro Leagues Baseball Museum

The Jazz Museum

Kansas City Public Library Lecture Series

Kaleidoscope at Crown Center
Corinthian Hall

Wornall Home
Metropolitan Ensemble Theater

The Carter Art Center at MCC-Penn Valley
The Coterie Theater

What more would you include?   


What would you teach?

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
