Reading Strategies Exercises (in a Math Class)

Martha Haehl, martha.haehl@mcckc.edu
Analyze each of the following using the reading strategy described. You do not need to work through the mathematics.

Reading Strategy Example 1: For the instruction below list all that you are being asked to do. Put only one instruction per bullet.
Solve each of the following equations for the variable. Check each answer graphically as well as by substitution.

	1. 4x – 17 = 22
	2. 25x – 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Reading Strategy Example 2: In bullet form, list every piece of mathematical information given in the following word problem. Only put one piece of information per bullet. Then in a separate bullet, identify what the question is.

Word problem: Calvin decided to surprise his family members with personalized gifts—badges with the family crest on them. The badge company charges $20 to set up the design then an additional $7 a badge. If Calvin had $100 to spend, how many badges can he have made?

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Reading Strategy Example 3: Circle all critical information, along with units, in the following word problem. Then for each variable in the formula given, fill out the table below with known information. Leave cells blank if the information is unknown.

The total cost, T, for a purchase with an original price, p, a discount rate, d (expressed in decimal form) and a tax rate, r (expressed in decimal form), can be calculated with the formula, T = ( 1 – d ) p + r ( 1 – d ) p. Katy paid a total of $544.07 for a computer on sale for 35% off. The sales tax rate was 6.5%. Determine the original price of the computer.
	Variable
	Describe in Words, 

What The Variable Represents.
	Unit Of Measurement 
	Value 

(along with unit when appropriate)

	T


	
	
	

	d


	
	
	

	p


	
	
	

	r


	
	
	


Reading Strategy Example 4: Quantitative Literacy

Robert Pershing Wadlow was the world’s tallest man. Robert was born in Alton, IL on February 22, 1918. He grew abnormally due to an overactive pituitary gland. He weighed a reasonable 8 1/2 pounds at birth, but already weighed 30 pounds by 6 months. He died when he was 22 years old, standing 8 feet 11.1 inches tall and weighing 439 pounds. His extraordinary growth in height and weight is documented in the table below.

	Age

yr
	Height

ft      in
	Weight

lb
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1. How tall are you? Measure if you need to. 

2. At what age was Robert Wadlow closet to your current height?

3. How much weight did Robert gain his first six months?
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